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Jane Shortall

Atkins Limited

Why did you choose to join Atkins as an
undergraduate?
“Atkins has a great reputation as both a
consultancy and a graduate employer; they
have a really structured graduate scheme,
which is exactly what I was looking for to start
my career. “

What advice would you give to a student
looking for a placement?
“Definitely consider Atkins- you’d be part of a
world class organisation with all the opportunity
and support in the world! The whole experience
from the application stage to really getting
involved with major projects straight away has
been fantastic, and definitely worth all that hard
work at university!”

How did you find the application process?
“I found the application process an extremely
positive experience; the organisation,
friendliness, and general culture of Atkins that
came through, particularly in the Assessment
Centre, really influenced my decision to join
Atkins.”
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Jennifer Sutton

C-Tech Innovation

“I have a Masters Degree in Chemistry
and work as a Research Chemist at C-Tech
Innovation.
One of the enjoyable things about working at
C-Tech is the wide variety of different projects
that we work on ranging from initial stage proof
of concept trials, to process development and
scale up, all of which use a wide range of the
skills from my degree. Since working here I
have also added to that skill set, learning new
and improving existing knowledge of chemical
techniques and analytical equipment including
HPLC, GCMS and ICP. The research and
development projects that I am involved in
vary in duration from 6 months to 4 years long,
broadening my field of expertise in a number of
different technical areas along the way.
Training and personal development is actively
encouraged within the company (both
internally and externally) and since I started
I have gained experience across many fields
including project management, proposal writing
and presenting at conferences. One appeal
of working for C-Tech Innovation is working with
large range of project partners across the EU
and gaining the understanding of how different
companies in different countries operate – and
the travel is good too!”
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John Joseph

EA Technology

What is the best thing about your role?
“The huge variety of work I deal with on a day
to day basis, on a single project my time will be
split between practical work in the laboratories
and office based research and report writing. I
am often dealing with upwards of 4, 5 projects
at any one time, none of which are ever the
same. The people are great too - perhaps
the friendliest, craziest and most interesting
mavericks you will find occupying a single space.
These people know their stuff and will help you
know yours.”

Why choose EA Technology?
“When you’re an undergraduate there are
times when you ponder the reality of your course
content correlating with a job role. However
I studied Forensic Engineering and here I am
today working as a Forensic Engineer at EA
Technology - applying my three years of study
into practice.”

What are your career aspirations?
“I love working in forensics, it’s exactly as I
expected – my ideal job. Now I am focusing on
becoming an expert in the field and ultimately
becoming chartered.”
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Stephen Scott

Essar Oil UK

“Graduating in 2011, I am currently working
as a mechanical engineer on the secondary
processes unit at Stanlow which alongside other
products manufactures 90% of the diesel in the
North West.
I joined Essar Oil UK to work in the oil industry
and Stanlow Refinery has one of the best
locations in the UK. Chester is the nearest city,
but with North Wales, Manchester and Liverpool
all a short drive away, it’s possible to have a
great work- life balance while working in the
energy sector on one of the biggest refineries in
Europe.
Given the products we deal with it is vital we
make the right decisions on a daily basis and
maintain a safe environment. The plant runs
24 hours a day and I work with a range of
people from different backgrounds so good
communication is vital alongside a sense of
humour and a bit of personality. With the
opportunity to move around different units I have
taken on increased responsibility and had lots of
support from an experienced engineering team.
The variety of work, opportunity to learn
practically alongside mentoring support has
helped me develop both technically and
personally over the past few years.”
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Daniel Shepherd

National Nuclear Laboratory

What did you think when you first joined the NNL?
Initially it was very unfamiliar as like most people I was
unaware of the realities of working in the nuclear industry
– criticality alarms, radiation protection training etc. I also
moved to a new area of the country (Preston) which took
a little while to get familiar with. However, I soon got used
to things and settled in nicely.

What did you do during the two year development
programme?
For the Graduate Development Programme, I first
undertook an introduction to the nuclear industry course.
This was followed by a number of personal development
courses including communication, presentation skills,
team-working and time management.

What did you most enjoy during the development
programme?
I think that the team project focusing on improving an
area of the NNL business was a great idea and while
it was hard work, I think what we achieved was really
rewarding – I’m still working with the relevant area of
the business to help them improve. Presenting to the
Executive and then again to the Business Leaders was a
great opportunity. Attending the following dinner with the
Executive and the Leaders was very enjoyable.

What is your current job role within the NNL?
I am a nuclear fuel engineer in the Fuel technology team
and I have had some fantastic opportunities in the two
and half years since I joined NNL. I have worked on a
number of significant customer projects performing both
written and practical work mainly for Sellafield Ltd and
Springfields Fuels Ltd.
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Richard Echlin

URENCO UK

“I am a Senior Electrical Technician at URENCO
UK Ltd, URENCO are very passionate about the
development of their employees and provide a
wide range of opportunities to help their staff to
develop and reach their career goals.
Within URENCO UK I work within the Plant
Maintenance department. Plant Maintenance
deliver the technical engineering service for
several nuclear enrichment plants on the
Capenhurst site. I personally work upon a
wide variety of electrical and electronic systems,
and my degree is providing me with a greater
knowledge and understanding of the electrical
fundamentals and principles in the designs. The
knowledge gained has proved indispensible in
my daily operations, and I provide a responsive
service to the business to ensure a continuous
production process.
URENCO UK work within a highly regulated
environment working within strict quality, safety
and environmental standards. It is incredibly
rewarding to work in a multi-disciplined
technical engineering team with core electrical
and instrumentation skills providing the
maintenance, repair, commissioning, calibration
and modification of a plant and process related
equipment in a cost effective and reliable
manner.”
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